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Gephyrocapsa mediterranea PIRINI RADRIZZANI & V ALLER! 

Figs. 2, 4 - Gephyrocapsa mediterranea sp. n. 2) Site 121, core 1-3 Alboran Basin. 
Lateral and proximal view; X 10.000. 4) Sample 9-4. Olotype. Lateral oblique view: 

X 20.000. 

Description: 

Small placoliths, with maximum diameter about 3 !-LID, are characterized by 

two subrounded shields with distinctive serrate nm. Bothe the shields are 

slightly hollow and formed by 30-35 elements. The characteristic bridge is 

well evident on the distal shield; the bridge is formed by two large and thick 

bars. These bars become larger near the extremity and, with gentle bending, 

they meet with a little overlap. The lenght of the bridge is unusual, being 

generally greater than the diameter of the placolith, while the width ( 1,5 !-LID) 

is much greater than that of the other Gephyrocapsa. 

Dimensions: maximum diameter about 3-4 !-LID. 

Remarks: 

The morphological characters allow to assign these forms to the genus Gephyro

capsa; the abnormal height of the bars of the bridge is the most important 

element that differentiates this form from the known species. 

Specmiens with similar characteristics were found also in Pleistocene sediments 

of the Alboran Basin (site 121 DSDP); these forms differ from the Pliocene 
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ones for the presence of several rays converting to the center of the central 
area of the proximal shield; besides, the size is greater in the more recent 
forms (Pl. 60, fig. 1, 2; Pl. 61, fig . 2, 3). 

Type level: 

Lower Pliocene, Reticulofenestra pseudoumbilica zone. 
Occurrence: Gephyrocapsa mediterranea occurs in Pliocene sediments of the 
Tyrrhenian Basin (site 132, Leg 13, DSDP, 1970) and in Pleistocene sediments 
of the Alboran Basin (site 121, core 1, sect. 3, em 148-151, Leg. 13, DSDP, 
1970). 

Type locality: 

Tyrrhenian basin, DSDP, site 132, core 9, sect. 4, em 113. 

Depository: 

Institute of Geology and Paleontology, University of Florence, Italy. 

Author: 

Pirini Radrizzani C. and Valleri G ., 1977, p. 901; pl. 59, figs. 1-7; pl. 60, 
figs. 1-4; pl. 61, figs. 1-3. 
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